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observed that manual labour would always keep him at the
bottom of the trough, earning ten cents an hour, he decided
to learn a trade. The new discovery called electricity looked
as though it were going to have a future, so he decided to
become a practical electrician. He went out to the power
plant of the Oakland Street Railway, told the superintendent
that he was not afraid of hard work and that he was willing
to start at the bottom. The superintendent put him in the
cellar shovelling coal for thirty dollars a month, one day off
a month.

His job was to pass coal to the firemen, who fed it to the
furnaces. He had to pass the coal for the day and night
shifts, so that despite working through his lunch hour he
rarely finished before nine at night, making it a thirteen-
hour day. This brought his wage under eight cents an hour,
less than he had earned at the cannery when he was fourteen.
Dripping with sweat from the intense heat of the furnaces,
he filled the iron wheelbarrow with coal, ran it to the scales,
weighed the load, trundled it to the fire room, and dumped it
on the plates before the fires. When he got a little ahead of
the day firemen he had to pile the night coal higher and
higher, buttressing the heap with stout planks.

Once again he became a work beast. When he reached
home in the blackness of night he was too exhausted to eat;
it was all he could do to wash and fall into bed. There was
no time or energy for books, for nice girls, for anything
that smacked of life, for he did not have even a Sunday off.
He lost weight, navigated always in a nightmarish fog of
coal dust and heat. Once again he could not understand why
he suffered so much on this job, he who had worked at more
difficult tasks among men older and stronger than himself.
This time one of the firemen took pity on him and told him
that there had always been two coal-passers, one for the day
shift, one for the night. Each of these men had received
forty dollars a month. When Jack had come along, young
and eager to learn, the superintendent had fired the two
coal-passers and put him in to handle both jobs. When he
asked why he had not been told before, the fireman replied